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QUESTIONS PERTINENT TO THIS {SSUE 


WHAT IS THE PROSPECTIVE 1950 COTTON PRODUCTION? 
HOW MUCH MILK WAS PRODUCED ON NORTH CAROLINA FARMS IN JULY? 
COMPARE PROSPECTIVE 1950 SOYBEAN PRODUCTION WITH PREVIOUS YEARS. 
!S PRESENT CORN ESTIMATE ABOVE LAST YEAR'S CROP? 

WHAT CHANGE OCCURRED IN TOBACCO PROSPECTS DURING JULY? 

Discuss EGG PRODUCTION FOR JULY. 

REVIEW THE TABLE ON PAGE 3. 

WHAT 1S THE ESTIMATED 1950 PEANUT PRODUCTION? 

DID LIVES TO Ck St HOOPER IY CREASE@ORV=BECREWSEONN JUNE? 
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GENERAL FARM SITUATION GOOD 


Rainfall during July was ample to 
excessive throughout the state. 
Damaging amounts of rain fell in 
some eastern areas the early part of 
the month. Showers were frequent and 
a high percentage of the days were 
cloudy and humid, especially in the 
coastal areas. Temperatures,however, 
were generally favorable for crop 
development. 

The corn crop looks good through- 
out the state with a record crop 
now expected. — August estimates 
were about 1 million bushels above 
the forecast on July 1. Reports from 
threshers and combine operators indicate 
that wheat turned out slightly below 
earlier expectations, but that the 
oats, and barley crops were some- 
what better. Rain and hail storms 
lowered production estimates for 
type 12 tobacco about 18 million 
pounds from the previous month, but 
improvement in the Type 11 crop 
helped offset this decline and the 

(Continued on rage 2) 


TO RECIPIENTS OF THIS PUBLICATION 


This Farm Report was initiated 
three years ago on a trial basis. 
No appropriation was available. 
The anticipated improvements offer- 
ed over the usual mimeographed news 
releases have been well proven. 
It now becomes a matter of justi- 
fying the expense of this publica- 
tion. 

We are desirous of learning what 
percent of the 9,000 recipients 
will notice this item. If only 


10% comply with this request, it 
may mean that less than 20% give the 


publication much attention. Still 
if it is even casually looked through 
its publication may be justified. 

The Legislative Budget Committee 
wants evidence of such justification. 
So do we. So would you. How about 
sending us a simple one cent postal 
card expressing your interest in 
or need for this publication? 
Better still, tell us how to im- 
prove it. 


RALEIGH, N. C. 
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RECORD CORN PRODUCTION INDICATED 


The 1950 corn crop in North Car- 
olina is estimated at 78,516,000 
bushels as of August l. Teh S ohes 
1,090,000 bushels above the July 
estimate. The August 1 estimate is 
based on reports from growers on the 
condition of their crop on the first 
of the month. 

The prospective 1950 crop would 
be the largest of record and ex- 
ceeds the present 1949 record crop 
by over 3 million bushels. The 
prospective 1950 crop is 41.8 per- 
cent more than the 10-year average 
production of 55,385,000 bushels. 

The August 1 estimate yield of 
36.0 bushels per acre would also 
be the highest of record. The i949 
average yield per acre was 35.0 
bushels and the 1939-48 average 
yield is 24.2 bushels per acre. 

The 1950 U. S. corn crop is 
estimated at 3.2 billion bushels, 
which is 6 percent less than 1949 
production but 9 percent more than 
the 1939-48 average production. 
The 1950 avérage U. S. yield is 
estimated at 38.1 bushels per acre 
as compared with the 10-year av- 
erage yield of 32.9 bushels 
acre. 
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“TOBACCO PROSPECTS DOWN SLIGHTLY 


Prospects for North Carolina’s 
flue-cured tobacco crop declined 
about 13.5 million pounds during July 
with the August 1 forecast placed 
at 767,960,000 pounds. The decline 
occurred entirely as the result of 
nail and rain damage to the Type 12 
(Eastern Belt) crop. The August 1 
estimate of Type 12 production is 
374,540,000 pounds or about 18 mil- 
lion pounds below the July 1 fore- 
cast. However, improvement in the 
prospects for Type 11 (Old and Middle 
Belts) crop raised the estimate for 
this crop to 296,400,000 pounds, 
about 5 million pounds above the 
July 1 figure, partly offsetting 
the drop in Type 12 prospects. The 
August 1 estimate for the Type 13 
(Border Belt) crop was placed at 
97,020,000 pounds, the same as a 


month earlier, 
The Burley tobacco crop is estima- 


ted at 16 million pounds, a slight in- 
crease over the July 1 estimate 1 per- 
cent above production last year, and 
13 percent above the 10-year average. 

For the Nation, estimated total 
flue-cured production is 1 percent 
above production last year = 11 per- 
cent more than the 10-year average. 
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OVER HALF OF THE STATE’S HAY CROP HAS BEEN HARVESTED 
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EGG PRODUCTION DOWN SHARPLY 


Farm flocks in North Carolina 
produced 84 million eggs during 
July - a decrease of 11 percent be- 
low production the previous month 
but 2percent above production during 
July of last year. 

The decline in egg production dur- 
ing July is attributed both to a de- 
creased rate of lay and a reduction 
in the number of layers. The rate 
of lay in July is estimated at 1, 271 
eggs per 100 layers compared with 
1,374 eggs per 100 layers in June. 

It is estimated there were 6, 644,- 
000 layers on North Carolina farms 
during July, compared with 7,088,000 
the month before. The reduction 
in the number of layers on farms 
resulted from heavy culling. 


JULY MILK PRODUCTION DOWN 


Milk production on North Carolina 
farms during July is estimated at 
156 million pounds. This is 3 mil- 
lion less than production during 
June and 1 million pounds less than 
Production during July of 1949. 

The number of milk cows on farms 
increased from 358,000 as of July 
1949 to 374,000 as of July 1950. 
The 1 million pounds decline in 
production for July this year com- 
pared to July, 1949, was due to 
lower monthly production per cow - 
417 pounds compared with 438 pounds 
July last year. 

Pasture condition improved 5 percent 
diring July and was one percent higher 
than July of 1949. Generally, pastures 
have afforded excellent grazing. In fact, 
growth has been sufficient in many in- 
stances to furnish one or more cuttings 
for hay as well as ample grazing. 


SMALLEST COTTON CROP SINCE 1878 


As of August 1, North Carolina’s 
1950 cotton crop is estimated at 
230,000 bales (500 lbs. gross weight). 
Such a crop would be the smallest 
since 1878. There have been only ll 
years since cotton estimates were 
begun in 1866 during which production 
was less than the forecast for 1950. 
The estimated 230,000 bales this year 
compares with 466,000 bales harvested 
last year and the 10-year average 
production of 578,000 bales. 

Based on August 1 conditions, the 
average lint yield per acre from the 
1950 crop is placed at 196 -- 63 
pounds below the average last year, 
177 pounds below the 10-year average 
and the smallest yield since 1901. 

The acreage for harvest in 1950 
is estimated at 564,000 acres compar- 
ed with the 860,000 acres harvested 
last year. The estimated acreage for 
harvest is the smallest since 1872. 


GENERAL FARM SITUATION 
(Continued from Puge 1) 


total flue-cured crop for North 
Carolina was only 13.5 million pounds 
below the July 1 estimate. 

The estimated 230,000 bale cotton 
crop is the smallest since 1878. 
Yield per acre is expected to be 
the lowest since 1901. Loss to the 
boli weevil has been unusually heavy 
and weather conditions have not 
beon too, favorable for effective 
control measures. 

A larger peanut crop than last 
year is forecast. -Wet soil conditions 
resulted in rapid growth of grass. 
Some growers, in an effort to get 
the grass out of their fields, have 
destroyed a great many young shoots 
at pegging time by plowing too late. 
A soybean crop 5 percent above last 
year is forecast. Improvement in 
the latemountain Irish potato crop 
raised the estimated production of 
all potatoes slightly above last 
month’sestimates. Damaging rains 
during July lowered sweet potato 
prospects, but a larger crop than 
was harvested last season is still 
in sight. Total hay prospects con- 
tinued about the same as last month 
with higher estimates for clover- 
timothy, alfalfa, and lespedeza 
hays being offset by lower prospects 
of other kinds. 

The outlook for apple production 
improved during July with the August 
1 forecast 132 percent above the 
harvest last year and 6 percent 
better than average. 


Total milk flow in Ist 6 months 
of '50 was at annual rate of 121.7 
billion pounds. It appears possible 
that total output in '50 will equal 
or exceed previous record of 121.5 
billion in 1945, 


COTTON: 


CONDITION, 


AREA IN 
CULTIVATION 
Jucy 1, 1950 
Less 10-YR 
AVERAGE ABAN- 
DONMENT 


N.CAROLONA... 
MISSOURI .eeee 
VERGINI As cece 
S.CAROLINAss. 
GEORGIA. eoeee 
FILORUDAs oc ccc 
TENNESSEE. oe 
ALABAMA ceccce 
MISSISSIPPI... 
ARKANSAS cecoce 
LOUISIANA coe 
OKLAHOMA. ccee 


IB S5 5506050 
New MEXICO... 
ARIZONAs coeee 


CALIFORNIA... 
OTHER STATES. 
URES 


1 
18,678 


TOTAL SMALL GRAIN PRODUCTION 
ABOVE EARLIER EXPECTATIONS 


Estimated production of small 
grain crops (wheat, oats, barley and 
rye) in North Carolina this year is 
now somewhat above earlier expecta- 
tions according to reports from 
farmers August 1. Total production 
of these grain crops is estimated at 
18,921,000 bushels - 5.2 percent 
larger than in 1949 and 25.4 percent 
more than small grain production in 
19 48. 

Harvested yield from wheat at 
14.5 bushels is slightly below av- 
erage and is the second lowest yield 
of the past five years. The low for 
this period was the 13.0 bushel 
yield of last year. 

An average yield of 30 bushels is 
estimated for oats which is about 
the same as in 1949 but 3 bushels 
above the 10-year average. A 4.9 
percent increase in the acreage of 
oats for grain this year is what 
has held the total production of 
small grains above last year and 
well above average. 


SWEETPOTATO CROP BELOW AVERAGE 


August 1 conditions indicate a 
sweetpotato crop 6 percent larger 
than the 1949 production but 16 per- 
cent below the 1939-48 average. The 
1950 crop is now estimated at 6,- 
210,000 bushels compared with 5,- 
876,000 bushels in 1949 and a ten 
year average of ‘7,403,000 bushels. 

The currently estimated acreage 
of 54,000 acres compares with 52,000 
acres in 1949 and a ten year aver- 
age of 70,000 acres. 

The per acre yield is estimated 
at 115 bushels, 2 percent above the 
1949 yield of 113 bushels per acre 
and 7 percent above the 1939-48 av- 
erage of 107 bushels. 


ESTIMATED ACREAGE FOR HARVEST AND 
PRODUCTION, AUGUST 1, 
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PEANUTS BELOW AVERAGE 


The August 1 outlook is for a pea- 
nut crop of almost 248 million pounds 
in North Carolina. This estimate is 
about two percent above production 
in 1949, but 22 percent below the 
1939-1948 average. 

Reports received from farmers 
about August 1 indicate that a yield 
of 1,040 pounds per acre is expected. 
A yield of 1,030 pounds was realized 
last year. The 10-year average is 
1,138 pounds per acre. The below- 
average yield in prospect comes large- 
ly as a result of heavy and frequent 
rains throughout the commercial areas 
during recent weeks. Also, grass 
in the fields has been quite a pro- 
blem and, as a result of intensive 
plowing and chopping, a great many 
young shoots were destroyed during 
the pegging stage. 

Although allotments in the state 
for edible type peanuts are below 
last year, it is estimated that ac- 
reage for picking and threshing will 
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be slightly higher. Growers have 
indicated that they will harvest 
238,000 acres this year as compared 
with 236,000 last year and the 10- 
year average of 280,000 acres. A 
considerable quantity of peanuts 
for oil purposes was planted this 
year. 

A crop of 1.7 billion pounds for 
picking and threshing is in pros- 
pect for the Nation which is 12 
percent below last year’s production 
and 15 percent belowthe 10-year 
average. 


RECORD SOYBEAN CROP 


Another record high crop of soy- 
beans for beans is in prospect for 
North Carolina, with the August 1 
estimate set at 4, 147,000 bushels. 
Should this estimate materialize, 
this year’s crop would be about 5 
percent above production in 1949. 
Each successive year since 1947 has 
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set a new record in production. 

The trend toward heavier produc- 
tion is largely accounted for through 
increases in acreage. Farmers in 
the state expect to harvest 286,000 
acres for beans this year. This is 
22,000 acres above last year and, 
also, anew record. Cuts in acreages 
of many other major crops through 
allotments is the primary reason 
why farmers are shifting more acreage 
to the production of soybeans. 

This year’s yield per acre is 
currently estimated at 14.5 bushels. 
This is one-half bushel short of the 
15-bushel yield last year and one 
bushel short of the record of 15.5 
bushels in 1924. During recent weeks, 
rains have been excessive in many 
localities and some damage has re- 
sulted. 

For the entire Nation, production 
is now estimated at 270,701,000 
bushels, an average yield of 20.9 
bushels per acre from 12,937,000 
acres. This is 22 percent above pro- 
duction in 1949. 
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LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER INCREASES 


Commercial slaughter of cattle, 
sheep and hogs in North Carolina dur- 
ing June snowed an increase over the 
previous month. Cattle and hog 
slaughter was also up from June of 
last year, both in numbers and total 
liveweight slaughtered. Calf slaughter 
continued to decline, dropping 9 
percent below the May total and 24 
percent below the number slaughtered 
during June, 1949. : 

During the first six months of 
1950, cattle and hog slaughter in- 
creased over the same period a year 
ago, while slaughter of calves and 
sheep declined. 


HAY PROSPECTS UNCHANGED 


Production of all hays in North 
Carolina as of August 1 is estimated 
at 1, 299,000 tons, showing no change 
from prospects of a month earlier and 
comparing with a total production of 
1,395,000 tons in 1949. Weather 
conditions during the latter part of 
July were generally favorable for 
cutting alfalfa and mixed hays 
although rains caused some damage 
and delayed harvesting in a few 
localities. 

Because of an increase in acreage 
of alfalfa from 51,000 acres in 1949 
to 60,000 acres this year, a new 
record of 150,000 tons is in prospect 
for this crop. For lespedeza hay, 
the acreage at 483,000 and the 
Prospective yield at 1.10 tons per 
acre are both below last year. Early 
freeze damage followed by dry con- 
ditions cut prospective production. 
Estimated production of clover and 
timothy hay at 108,000 tons is also 
below last year. The decrease is due 
to a drop in acreage from 95,000 to 
86,000. The estimated yield per acre 
of 1.25 is the same for both years. 
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WEATHER SUMMARY FOR JULY, 1950 


Unusually heavy rain fell in 
coastal areas of North Carolina dur- 
ing July. At Wilmington a total of 
11.5 inches fell on the 7th and 8th 
giving a total of 18.90 inches for 
the month. Only two other months 
in the past 80 years have brought 
more rain to Wilmington with the 
wettest being July, 1886, when 21.12 
inches fell. 

Showers occurred frequently 
throughout the month and were re- 
ported almost every day at a few 
places. However, the showers were 


less frequent and generally lighter. 
during the last two weeks over the 
greater part of the interior. Asa 
result, precipitation averaged near 
normal for the month in the Piedmont 
and mountains, 

Daily temperatures were close to 
seasonal levels, except for a period 
of cool weather: from the 7th to about 
the 10th when highest readings were 
mostly in the 70’s. 

Locally violent storms brought 
some hail and tornadic winds to a 
few areas of the state. 


NORTH CAROLINA - INCHES OF RAINFALL DURING JULY, 1950 


Rainfall data furnished 
By Dept. of Commerce 
Weather Bureau, Raleigh 


Garrett DeMots 
Meteorologist 
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